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Transportation of
Hazardous Chemicals

I.    INTRODUCTION

Most laboratories are not able to treat or dispose of their waste on the
laboratory site. The hazardous wastes must be transported to a legally
acceptable landfill, incinerator, or treatment site, often hundreds of
miles away. Packaging must be adequate to withstand the physical stress
and temperature extremes encountered in transportation.

Generators of waste must comply with a variety of federal regulations,
particularly those of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), applicable state
regulations, and rules of transporters and disposal facilities. It is im-
portant that generators use their knowledge of the properties of the
waste to assure safe transport and disposal.

The regulations that cover transportation of hazardous chemicals are
extensive and complex. A laboratory that chooses to pack and arrange
for transportation of its waste must become thoroughly familiar with
these regulations and develop the expertise necessary for compliance
with them. Assistance in assuring compliance is available from regula-
tory agencies, transportation firms, waste-disposal firms, and consult-
ants. EPA has produced a manual1 to assist waste generators in under-
standing the interplay among the regulations of the agencies involved.
Approved materials, containers, and appropriate labels for shipping
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